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WEALD  ,  OF _ KENT _ HEALTH _ AREA 

To  the  WEALD  OF  KENT  HEALTH  COMMITTEE . 

Mi*.  Chairman  and  Members, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  fifth'.  Annual  Report 
for  the  Weald  of  Kent  Health  Area. 


The  Statutory  Health  Committee  for  the  year  was  constituted 
as  follows ;- 


Tenterden 
Mr  s .  Ad  ams . 

Dr*  T.  Martin* 


Chairman 

E.  E.  SELMES,  Esq.,  J.P. 


Maidstone  Rural  District 
7V.  Day,  Esq. 

J.  B.  Leaver,  Esq. 

J.  A.  Raynham,  Esq. 


Cranbrook  Rural  District 

A.  B.  Burney,  Esq* 

Mrs.  C  lay ton-J ones 
Miss  A*  D*  Kindle 


Tent era en  Rur a 1 „ D 1st ricj 
C.~H.  Brown,  Esq. 

E.  E.  Selmes ,  Esq.,  J«P» 


Clerk'' to  the  Committee  -  P.  G.  Banfield,  j^sq. 
Office  -  The  Hill,  Cranbrook. 


Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Committee  lost  one  represen¬ 
tative  of  the  Tenterden  Rural  District  by  the  death  of  Mi*.  C.  H.  Brown 
and  one  from  the  Cranbrook  Rural  District,  Mr.  A.  B.  Burney  having 
moved  to  Tunbridge  ,/ells.  These  two  members  were  replaced  by 
Mr*  H*  J.  Allsop,  and  Mr.  R.  V.  Denne  respectively. 

The  population  of  the  area  has  further  declined  from  40,610 
to  39,310,  which  is  only  1,328  more  than  the  census  in  1931*  Thls  *  * 
makes  the  density  of  population  slightly  less,  but  there  has  been  no 
abatement  in  overcrowding  and  the  need  for  houses  in  all  districts. 

Births  showed  only  an  increase  of  l6  to  698,  compared  with  an 
increase  of  45  in  1943.  The  birthrate,  though  less  in  three  of  the 
districts,  was  satisfactory  for  the  area  at  17*7  compared  with  i/»o 
f  or  Eng  land  and  77 ales. 

There  were  23  less  deaths  in  the  year,  with  a  decrease  in 
the  rate  in  three  of  the  districts.  The  rate  for  the  area  ( 13 • 5) 
though  higher  than  that  for  England  and  7/ales  (11*6),  snows  a  11  ac¬ 
tional  improvement  on  the  previous  year  (13*67).  .  , 

Infant  deaths  remain  highest  in  the  most  populous  and  u^oamsed 

district. 

i 

In  the  body  of  the  report  is  shown  the  state  of  the  are c  as 
regards  water  supplies  and  sewerage,  both  of  which  require  impi < ve- 
ments  in  many  places  and  are  under  consideration  under  the  Rule. 

Water  Supplies  and  Sewerage  Act,  1944. 

Plans  are  in  hand  for  the  building  of  houses  when  the  war  ends. 

Infectious  diseases  was  only  one  third  of  _ that  in  19f3> 
however  an  outbreak  of  Sonne  dysentery,  an  epidemic  of  whooping  cough, 
and  a  small  number  of  cases  of  measles.  There  was  again  very  1  Ale 
infectious  disease  in  hop-pickers'  camp. 


c 
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The  number  of  children  immunised  by  the  end  of  the  year 
was  24-19  under  five  years  and  4180  over  five,  The  percentage . 
immunisation  figures  of  the  estimated  child  population  are  satis¬ 
factory.  though  there  is  still  room  for  improvementt 

It  is  satisfactory  to  record  that  there  was  no  increase  m 

tuberculosis . 

Tables  of  defects  investigated  by  the . Sanitary  Inspectors 
are  given  at  the  end  of  the  Report,  ■  Some  slight  alterations  have 
been  made  with  a  view  to  simplification. 

Sanitary  work,  generally  an4  improvements  in  conditions 
(especially  in  existent  houses)  for  the  Public  Health  have  been 
considerably  hampered  by  Flying  Bomb  attacks  and  the  consequent 
extensive  repairs  to  buildings  necessary ,  accompanied  by  lack  o 
laboui  and  materials. 

I  wish  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  Sanitary  inspectors  for 
their  willing  co-operation  in  spite  of  very  difficult  circumstances. 

i 

I  am,  Sirs, 


Yours  obediently, 

\ 

A.  W.  GAYE. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


■  V 

"King swear” , 

Cranbrook, 

Kent, 

-  '  \  ' 
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STATISTICS) 


V  ' 

-  ~  1  r 

TENTEHDEU 

BOROUGH 

CRANBrOOK 

R«D « 

MAIDSTONE 

R  »D  ♦ 

IINTEKDEN 
JruD  ♦ 

AREA  (Acres) 

8,946 

41,315  1 

1  ..  . nrh 

34,708 

38,379 

RATEABLE  VALUE 

BUM  represented : by  a  Id  rate 

£23,933 

£98 

£76,800 
£307  | 

£90,924 

£379,4.103. 

£27 ,  a.as 

£114. 9. 2d. 

NUMBER  of  INHABITED  HOUSES 

(end  1944; 

i,080 

4,101 

4,920 

2,110 

POPULATION  Census  1931 

Mid-year  1944 

For  calculation 
of  death  rate 

3,472 

3,456 

3,455 

12,927 

13 , 290 

13 , 304 

15,317 

16,490 

16,535 

§,315 

6,074 

6,065 

i_. ■  ......  — riul'.wi — 1 — -rr-rt-r-r — frr-j.  *' 

VITAL  STATISTICS j« 

‘  LIVE  BIRTHS  CM 

LEGITIMATE,  ( 

>  (F 

CM 

ILLEGITIMATE ,  ( 

(S' 

22) 

)  JO 
28) 

4) 

)  6 

2) 

103) 

)  204 
101) 

13) 

)  19 

6) 

160) 

)  306 

146) 

10) 

)  19 

9) 

53)  D 
)  87 

34) 

5) 

)  7 

2) 

Total 

.  56 

223 

325 

94 

BIRTH  RATE 

\ 

16.21 

16.76 

19.65 

15.50 

STILL  BIRTHS  LEGITIMATE 

ILLEGITIMATE 

1 

4 

1  '  “ 

4 

1 

4 

3 

3 

Total 

- - 

j  4 

5 

1 

7 

3 

DEATHS  M 

F 

| 

24 

26 

89 

90 

123 

87 

43 

51 

c. 

Total 

5u 

179 

i 

210 

94 

DEATH  RATE 

14.76 

1 

1  13.45 

| 

12.70 

15.50 

INFANT  DEATHS 

LEGITIMATE 

ILLEGITIMATE 

i 

2 

i 

!  5 

1  1 

i 

14 

1 

1 

Total 

!  2 

1 

I 

6 

15 

1 

DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS 

i  25.71  1  26.90 

1 

4615 

10.63 

DEATHS  from 

CANCER  (all  ages) 

j  j 

16  I  25 

1  i 

1  1 

23 

13  • 

DI/unRHOEA  (under  2 

years) 

j  ! 

1  Nil  !  Nil 

!  ■  ■  1 

Nil 

1  1 

1 
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Comments  on  the  Statistics 

POPULATION  The  population,  as  estimated,  is  again  less  in  all 

districts . 

BIRTHS  Except  in  the  Maidstone  Rural  District,  births  were  less 

than  in  the  previous  year,  with  a  stationary  or  decreased 
rate.  The  birth  rate  for  the  Maidstone  Rural  District 
is  two  points  above  that  for  England  and  Wales.  The 
number  of  births  being  increased  by  nearly  20%  as  com¬ 
pared  with  1943 « 

DEATHS  There  were  rather  less  deaths  with  an  improvement  in  the 

rate,  except  in  the  Maidstone  Rural  District,  which  how¬ 
ever  still  has  the  lowest  rate  in  the  area. 

Tenterden  Rural  has  the  lowest  death  rate  among  infants. 
The  Cancer  death  rate  remains  highest  in  the  Tenterden 
Rural  District,  the  figures  per  100,000  of  population 
being 


j  Tenterden 

|  Cranbrook 

Maidstone 

Tenterden 

Borough  ■ 

R.D. 

R.D . 

R.D. 

173  " 

|  187 

139 

214 

though  the  actual  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  is 
less\in  all  districts. 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  following  samples  were  taken :- 


V 

1 

1 

TENTERDEN 

BOROUGH 

CRANBROOK 

R.D. 

MAIDSTONE 

R.D. 

TENTERDEN 

R.D . 

Good 

Bad 

Good 

Bad 

Good 

Bad 

Good 

Bad 

MAINS 

5 

— 

9 

*** 

16 

1 

34 

1 

WELLS 

- 

2 

9 

- 

4 

Quality  of  the  Water 


Quantity 


Wells 


Samples  of  the  mains  water  of  the  various . Companies 
supplying  the  area  are  taken  at  periodic  intervals 
(monthly  or  two-monthly)  and  submitted  to  the  County 
Laboratory  for  examination.  These  have  been  consistently 
good  during  the  year.  Occasional  contamination  of  tne 
supply  at  houses  is  fo^ind  with  a  local  cause  traced  and 
rectified.  In  addition,  routine  samples  both  bacterio¬ 
logical  and  chemical,  are  taken  by  the  Companies  and  have 
been  satisfactory  during;  the  year.  The  raw  water  in  one 
case,  however,  shows  contamination  from  time  to  time; 
though  after  treatment  by  chlorination,  it  has  been  found 
on  examination  satisfactory  for  drinking  purposes. 

The  quantity  of  the  supply  appears  sufficient  for  all 
purposes  in’ the  districts  supplied. 


// here  there  are  well  supplies,  the  water  is,  with  v*  y 
few  exceptions,  bad  or  indifferent;  showing  signs  of 
contamination  on  bacteriological  examination.  In  miese 
cases  the  householder  is  advised  to  boil  the  water  .  m 
drinking  purposes,  and  efforts  are  made,  subject  to  wie 
provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act  193° »  to  secuie  '-he 
bringing  in  of  mains  water. 

-  continued  - 
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WATER  SUPPLIES  (continued) 

The  percentage  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  with  mains 
water  is  approximately  as  follows 


TENTERDEN 

BOROUGH 

CRANBROOK 
R,D . 

MAIDSTONE 

R.D . 

TENTERDEN 

R.D . 

75% 

o 

CO 

00 

C7* 

1 

!  * 

1  o 

Tenterden  Borough 

A  two  mile  extension  was  made  by  the  water  company  - 
Parkgate  Road  from  junction  at  Tanyard  Farm  to  the 
Borough  boundary  at  Minden.  This  gave  supplies  for 
domestic  and  agricultural  purposes. 

Cranbrook  R.D. 


Mains  are  available  in  all  villages  and  the  districts 
generally  is  well  served,  but  in  a  number  of  places 
extensions  are  desirable. 

Maidstone  R.D. 

In  Loose,  the  water  supplies  are  unsatisfactory. 

These  are  mainly  wells  from  springs,  which  are  in 
most  cases  contaminated. 

The  raw  mains  water  (Ewell  Manor)  shows  intermittent 
contamination,  though  satisfactory  for  drinking  purposes 
after  treatment  by  chlorination  at  East  Farleigh. 

Tenterden  R.D. 

The  supply  generally  is  good.  There  is  a  piped  supply 
in  all  Parishes,  but  there  are  places  where  extensions 
are  needed.  Four  extensions  are  proposed  and  are  to 
be  put  up  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  grant  under  the 
Rural  Water  Supplies  and  Sewerage  Act,  1944. 

Main  extension  at  Witter sham  has  been  carried  out  to 
supply  11  houses  and  7  dairy  farms. 


SEWERAGE  and  DRAINAGE 

No  change  took  place  during  the  year  in  any . of  the 
districts.  Cesspools  continue  to  cause  nuisances 
from  time  to  time,  and  it  is  difficult  to  cope  with 
them  owing  to  lack  of  labour. 

Cranbrook  R.D. 

Cranbrook  and  Goudhurst  villages  are  sewered. 

Sandhurst  and  Hawkhurst  partly  sewered. 

Maidstone  R.D. 

6  of  the  3.4  Parishes  are  on  main  drainage. 

Tenterden  R.D. 

Only  one  Parish  and  part  of  another,  is  provided  with 
adequate  drainage,  the  remainder  being  served  by  sewer 
to  septic  tanks  and  by  other  private  arrangements, 
some  of  which  are  net  at  all  up  to  date  judged  by  modern 
standards  of  sanitation. 

All  the  Authorities  have  under  consideration  extensions 
of  main  drainage  where  needed  (or  other  methods  oi 
improvement  where  this  may  not  prove  possible)  as  soon 
as  possible  after  the  end  of  hostilities. 
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SCAVENGING 

Provision  (or  extension)  of'  facilities  for  the  collection 
of  refuse  is  being  considered.  This  is  sorely  needed  in 
the  Tenterden  Rural  District,  in  which  there  is  no  collec¬ 
tion  at  all. 

Maidstone  Rural  District  has  a  fortnightly  collection  in 
half  of  the  Parishes. 

Cranbrook  Rural  District  has  a  weekly  collection  in  the 
built  up  parts  of  all  except  two  Parishes  and  fortnightly 
in  the  remainder. 

In  Tenterden  Borough,  scavenging  is  carried  out  daily  in 
the  built  up  area. 


HOUSING 

.  Plans  for  the  building  of  an  adequate  number  of  houses  have 
been  drawn  up  during  the  year  and  sites  chosen,  so  that 
there  may  be  as  little  delay  as  possible  when  peace  comes. 
Overcrowding  in  many  parts  of  the  area  continues,  and  is 
a  difficult  problem  with  which  to  deal  during  the  present 
shortage  of  accommodation. 

Little  in  the  way  of  repairs  under  the  Public  Health  net 
could  be  done  owing  to  shortage  of  both  labour  and  mater¬ 
ials,  'all  building  labour  being  employed  on  repairs  due 
to  Vv'ar  Damage. 

Housing  Purvey  under  the  Public  Health  Act.  Plans  for  this 

survey  were  put  in  hand  but  could  not  be  started  owing  to 
insufficient  staff. 

In  the  Maidstone  aural  District  there  are  240  applicants 
on  the  list  for  new  houses. 


MILK  SUPPLIED 

Shown  below  are  the  number  of  samples  taken: 


TRNTSxiDiiW 

BOROUGH 

!  CRAN3.  .OOK 

n.D. 

1 

MAIDSTONE 
j  R .  D  . 

j  TENTBid DEN 
!  n.D. 

Number 

1 i 

Bad  ;i  Number  Bad 

Jl  L 

!  Number 

Bad 

i 

|  Numberj  Bad 

1  1 

Schools 

V 

6  j  - 

1 

i 

i n  11  ■ 

3 

!  -  — , 

Hu  u 

Ordinary 

— 

1 

I  ! 

i 

1  3 

j 

1. 1 

1 

1  ! 

'  1 

j  Accredited  j  8 

j 

, 

1  i 

i 

— . t 

-o 

1 

IV) 

i  i  i 

1  13  !  -  | 

i_  ! 

I  i 

42  6 

I  ’  i 

— 

j  Tuberculin 

Tested 

i 

i 

-  i 

■  j 

28  !  1 

L.  -j _ 

!  19 

i  j 

! 

- — — 

* 

l6  j  2 

Mixed  for 
i  Tuberculosis 

— 

V 

o- 

I 

i — 1 

1 

i 

1 

OJ 

rH 

\ 
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MILK  SUP PL I To 

The  following  table  gives  the  numbers  of  producers  and 
retailers  and  of  the  visits  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
in  connection  with  milk  supplies* 


1 

TENTEBDEN 

BOHOUGH 

CRAN3R00K 

R.D. 

MAIDSTONE 

R.D. 

TENTERDEN  ! 

R.D. 

Producers 

17 

H7 

- - - 1 

o 

\r\ 

192 

Producer-retai lers 

8 

40 

7 

40 

Retailers 

— 

1 

48 

20 

40 

Visits  by  Sanitary 
Inspectors 

21 

“  1 

ro  1 

GO 

O 

1 

1 

1 

l8l 

84 

Tenterden  Borough 

Some  supplies 
summer  months . 


occasionally  unsatisfactory  during  th 


^^^^"^“l^pl'ies  fair  during  the  year,  a  few  unsatisfactory  during 
the  summer  months. 


Maidstone  R.D. 


Routine  samples 


Supply  faiily  satisfactory  during  the  year.  £°^ae 
were  taken  as  required  for  the  County  Council  unde  e  iUX 
(Spec ial  Designations)  Order* 

Tenter.den_g^^sionai  unsat,isf  actory  samples  in  the  summer  months. 

So  far  as  figures  from  sampling  are  a  true  guide ,  the  supply 
appears  least  satisfactory  in  the  Tenterden  Rural  Distr  * 

Owing  to  shortage  of  .building  labour,  little built 
made  as  regards  dairies,  but  one  new  one  (T.T.milk) 

and  two  reconstructed.  nnrsT 

Sampling  was  in  abeyance  in  all  except  the  Maidstone  nurai 

District  for  a  considerable  period,  (varying:  acco id  1  t  ^ 
district)  owing  to  the  preoccupation  of  the  Sanitary  inopec 

tors  with  War  damage. 


SLIGHTER  HOUSES 

No  slaughtering,  other  than  emergency,  took  place  in  the 
area. 


NURSING  HOMES 


Tenterden  Borough 

Cranbrook  R.D. 

Maidstone  R.D. 

Number 

P.egistered 

Maternity 

Beds 

Other  Beds 

1 

12 

8 

Sc  20  E.M.  P  • 

5 

7 

35 

2 

27 

8 

v/eald  Health  Area 

8 

46 

71 

8. 


NURSING  HOMES  ( c  cnt inued ) 

.All  the  Homes  were  periodically  inspected  by  the  Medical 
Officer  and  the  conditions  found  satisfactory. 

Tenterden  Borough 

Kench  Hill  was  damaged  by  Flying  Bombs.  It  was  also 
temporarily  closed  (and  cleansed)  following  cases  of  infectious 
disease;  and  the  staff  swabbed  on  more  than  one  occasion  to 
trace  carriers,  but  without  result. 

Cranbrook  K.D. 

The  Danes  remained  empty  owing  to  lack  of  staff.  The  same 
applies  to  Rcsemount  in  the  Maidstone  R.D. 

Frame  House,  Benenden,  for  old  persons  was  placed  on  the 
register  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  but  had  been  in  existence 
some  time,  the  owners  not  being  aware  of  the  need  for  regis¬ 
tration. 

Bircholme,  Hawkhurst  was  given  up  as  a  Nursing  Home  near  the 
end  of  the  year  and  Park  View,  (Maternity  only)  was  closed  owing 
to  the  death  of  the  nurse  who  owned  it. 

In  one  case  attention  had  been  called  to  the  fact  that 
there  was  no  trained  nurse  in  residence  and  steps  were  taken  at 
once  and  the  matter  remedied.  At  the  same  Home,  the  question 
of  there  being  no  maternity  nurse  arose.  When  there  is  a 
maternity  case,  a  midwife  (not  on  the  register)  is  called  in 
for  the  confinement,  but  as  there  is  a  fully  trained  nurse  in 
residence  and  presumably  in  charge,  it  appears  difficult  to 
call  for  any  change  in  this  procedure  to  be  made  under  the 
definitions  and  provisions  as  contained  in  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


TENTERDEN 

CRANBROOK 

MAIDSTONE 

TENTERDEN ■ 

BOROUGH 

R.D. 

R.D. 

R.D. 

Scarlet  Fever 

17 

29 

23 

9 

Diphtheria 

- 

8 

1 

2 

|  7/hooping  Cough 

16 

<7 

117 

18 

Pneumonia 

- 

19 

l6 

1 

!  Erysipelas 

- 

10 

- 

- 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis 

- 

1 

- 

• 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

1 

3 

- 

Dysentery 

22 

4 

2 

7 

Enteritis 

_ 

4 

- 

- 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

- 

1 

- 

Total 

63  | 

190 

192 

40 

Measles  7  67  ^ 

Whooping  Cough  was  prevalent'  during  the  early  summer  months, 
mainly  in  the  Maidstone  Rural  District,  and  there  was  a  small 
epidemic  of  measles  in  the  Cranbrook  Rural  District  in  the  late 
Spring,  and  an  outbreak  of  Sonne  Dysentery  in  the  Tenterden  Borough. 
The  source  of  this  epidemic  could  not  be  traced. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  (continued) 


Tenterden  Borough 

One  oi  the  cases  of  scarlet  fever  was  also  puerperal  pyrexia, 
and  one  case  of  rubella  was  admitted  to  Hospital  as  scarlet  fever, 

Cranbrook  R.D. 

Theie  were  several  cases  of  gastro-enteritis .  One  due  to  an 
organism  (B.  Oranienburg)  said  to  be  associated  with  dried  food.  This 
occurred  at  Babies  Castle,  Hawkhurst. 

The  other  three  were  due  to  B.  Newport,  two  of  which  were  cases 
found  on  admission  to  Cranbrook  Convalescent  Home  on  routine  examin¬ 
ation  of  the  faeces  without  any  concurrent  signs  or  symptoms  of  the 
disease. 

One  of  the  cases  of  dysentery  was  due  to  B.  Flexner,  the  other 
three  Sonne . 

A  case  of  chicken  pox  was  admitted  to  hospital  from  a  hop- 
picker's  hut. 

The  outbreak  of  Sonne  dysentery  at  Babies  Castle  at  the  end 
of  194-3?  did  not  finally  clear  up  until  the  first  quarter  of  194-4. 

Maidstone  R.D. 

The  3  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  occurred  at  St.  Faith's  Home. 
They  have  now  reduced  the  number  of  beds  for  maternity  cases  to  27? 
reserving  3  in  a  separate  ward  for  infectious  cases  which  may  occur 
among  them. 

There  was  one  case  of  chicken  pox  admitted  to  Hospital  from 
a  hopper's  hut  and  lease  of  rubella  admitted  as  scarlet  fever. 

Tenterden  R.D. 

A  case  of  vaccinia  was  admitted  to  Hospital  from  a  hopper's 
hut.  The  infection  came  from  a  vaccinated  arm. 

Lrysipe las 

Cranbrook  had  quite  a  number  of  case:.  ..-of .  erysipelas .  There 
were  none  notified  in  the  other  three  districts.  The  total  number 
of  cases  in  1943  wwrasu  7?  only  2  of  which  were  in  the  Cranbrook  R.D. 

The  following  deaths  from  infectious  disease  were  recorded :- 


Tenterden 

Cranbrook 

Maidstone 

Tenterden 

Borough 

R.D. 

R.D. 

R.D. 

Pneumonia 

4 

4 

10 

3 

Inf luenza 

- 

2 

5 

- 

V/ho oping  Cough 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Diarrhoea(under  2  yrs) 

- 

- 

- 

l 

Pneumonia  The  high  number  of  deaths  (62%)  from  this  disease  in 
the  Maidstone  Rural  District  is  noteworthy. 

In  Tenterden  Rural  District,  only  1  case  was  notified, 
but  there  were  three  deaths  from  the  disease,  probably 
occurring  in  Hospital  (outside  the  district)  where  the 
diagnosis  was  made  and  the  cases  notified. 

Diphtheria  There  were  no  deaths  from  diphtheria  during_  the  year. 

Of  the  11  cases  of  diphtheria,.?  ?  were  children  under  ~o  years 
of  age.  Three  of  these  had  been  immunised  and  the 
disease  was  not  severe  and  cleared  up  quickly  on  treat¬ 
ment  in  hospital. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  ( c  cnt inufed ) 

Diphtheria  -  Immunisation 

The  table  below  gives  the  numbers  inoculated 
and  the  estimated  percentage  of  the  child 
population  protected  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


. 

Tenterden 

Borough 

Cranbrook 
R  «D . 

“1 

Maidstone 

R.D. 

Tenterden . 
R.D. 

. 

Age  Groups 

.4*5  5=45 

1-5  5-15 

i-5  5-15 

Immunised  in  1944 

32  4 

156  I? 

198  45 

51  4 

Immunised  previously 

21?  347 

592  1,416 

869  1,670 

304  677 

TOTAL 

249  351 

748  1,433 

1,067  1,715 

355  681 

Estimated  percentages 

. . . 

7fe  84% 

8  k 

68%  62% 

63% 

79%  67% 

70% 

747.  72% 

72% 

1 

Since  the  degree  of  protection  decreases  after  some  years, 
arrangement  for  supplementary  inoculation  with  one  dose  of  Alum 
Precipitated  Toxoid  (o.5cc)  four  years  after  the  first  inoculation 
has  been  made.  This  will  usually  coincide  with  starting  school 
at  J  years  old  when  contact  .with  infection  is  likely  to  be  greater. 
A  circular  letter  on  the  subject  was  issued  by  the  Medical  Officer 
to  all  doctors  in  the  area. 

The  school  sent  notices  as  follows 


TeNTEaDeH 

borough 

CaAHBaOOK 

R.D. 

MAIDSTONE 

h.D. 

TENTERDEN 

A .  D . 

Lee; let  Fever 

11 

19 

8 

w  1 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

31 

44 

28 

Measles 

1 

33 

18 

•f* 

Diphtheria 

wt 

«• 

M 9 

1 

Tonsilitis 

•  > 

m 

1 

Wf 

Mumps 

1 

.  1 

24 

9 

Rubella 

13 

1 

17 

4 

Chicken  Pox 

4 

16 

20 

9 

Scabies 

- 

7 

7 

3 

Ringworm 

1 

« 

1 

1 

» 

Impetigo 

2 

8 

7 

- 

Dermatitis 

- 

4 

- 

- 

Conjunctivitis 

« 

2 

21 

Enteritis 

2 

. 

- 

- 

animal  ,  ^ 

There  were  four  suspected  cases  of /anthrax  in  the  Cranorook 
h'D. ,  1  in  Maidstone  a.D.  ana  1  in  Tenterden  R.D. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  (continued ) 

lhe  following  Non-Civilian  cases  of  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  were  notified? 


TEN TE ADEN 
BOROUGH 

CRANBROOK 

R.D , 

MAIDSTONE 

R,D . 

TENTEADEN 

R.D, 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

*m0 

Measles 

- 

1 

2 

mm 

Diphtheria 

1 

- 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Dysentery 

- 

2 

Malaria 

- 

2 

mm 

1 

Rubella 

- 

1 

3 

Chicken  Pox 

- 

2 

3 

mm 

Jaundice 

mm 

2 

1 

Venereal  Disease  , 

Publicity .was  continued  in  all  districts  by  means  of  suit¬ 
able  posters  supplied  free  and  produced  by  the  Central  Council  for 
Health  Education  in  conjunction  with  the  Ministries  of  Health  and 
Inf orm&tion* 

Disinfection 

Disinfection  of  clothing  and  bedding,  other  than  that  of 
caseo  in  the  Infectious  Disease  Hospital  (mainly  disimf'estaticn  in 
Scabies  cages)  is  carried  out  at  the  Cranbrook  Institution  by  ar¬ 
rangement  with  the  Kent  P,A,C.,  occasionally  at  Ashford  for  the 
Tenter den  Aural  District  and  Tonbridge  for  the  Cranbrook  Aural  Dis¬ 
trict  ♦  In  the  Maidstone  Aural  District,  disinfection  is  carried 
out  at  Moose  Isolation  Hospital,  which  is  equipped  with  a  Thresh 
disinfector, 

Moose  Isolation  Hospital 

The  Medical  Officer  (Dr,  A,  T»  Falwassei)  resigned  at  the 
end  of  the  year  on  retiring  from  practice  after  many  years  of 
faithful  work  at  the  hospital. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

The  table  below  shows  the  number  of  notifications,  death 
and  recover-ies  during  the  year, 


District 

Tenterden  Borough 

. new'  cases' 

L  DEATHS 

nECOVEnlES 

j  Non 

Pulmon-  .Pulmon¬ 
ary  s  vp 

i 

To¬ 

tal 

Pulmon¬ 

ary 

Non- 

Pulmon- 

ary 

1  i — i 

O  05  1 

Eh  4* 

- 1 

P 

NP 

T 

M  F 

M  F 

M  F 

M  F 

i 

-  i 

1 

2 

-  1 

1 

2 

- 

fa* 

Cranbrook  R.D. 

4  4 

-  '  1 

9 

4  1 

- 

5 

- 

1 

1 

Maidstone  R,D, 

ir\ 

CO 

3  1 

11 

3  2 

- 

5 

1 

“ 

1 

Tenterden  R.D. 

4  3 

— 

7 

1 

- 

1 

•  l 

- 

Weald  of  Kent  £ 
Area  £ 

10  13  ! 

23 

4  2 

6 

— - — —  —  —  -J 

: 

29  1 

8  4 

12 

«• 

1 

13 

1  1 

2  2 

. 


rxi  +-3 
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TUB ERCULQSIS  ( c  ont 1 nu ed ) 

The  number  of  cases  notified  for  the  whole  area  was  the  same 
as  in  1943?  but  in  the  Cranbrook  and  Maidstone  Rural  Districts,  less 
than  the  five  years  averages,  shown  in  the  tables  below. 

In  Cranbrook  Rural  District,  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
notified  were  above  the  average  in  1941  and  1942,  but  in  the  Maidstone 
Rural  District  not  above  the  average  since  1939*  On  the  other  hand 
the  number  of  new  cases  in  the  latter  district  is  on  the  average  twice 
that  of  the  former.  In  this  connection,  however ,itshould  be  remembered 
that  the  Maidstone  Rural  District  is  partly  urban  and  therefore  more 
densely  populated  in  that  part  of  the  district. 


Tenterden 

Borough 

j 

1939  ||  .1940 

1941 

j  1942 

1  1943 

Aver¬ 

age, 

P 

_ 

NP 

T  |j  P 

NP 

T 

P 

NP 

1  T 

P  !  NP 

T 

p 

j  NP 

!  T 

j  5  Yrs 

3 

1 

2 

[1 

5  2 

| 

0 

1 

r 

3 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

!  3 

«■* 

3  ! 

3 

1 

Cranbrook 
c. '  D  0 

5 

4 

. 

9  ! 

1 

i 

5 

2 

tma\ 

7 ! 

1 

8 

4 

r— 

12 

9 

7 

16 

3 

4 

1 1 

7  i 

10 

Maidstone 

R ,  D . 

24 

4 

i 

28 

3 

16 

r - J 

I 

14 

3 

17 

j 

14 

8 

22 

1 

9 

5 

14 

19 

Tenterden 

P.,D. 

4 

2 

Tj 

! 

j 

2 

1 

3 

j 

1 

7 

• 

4 

u 

1 

6 

1 

7 

4 

1 

5 

6 

7reald  of 

Rent  Health 
Area 

36 

l 

12  | 

... 

48 

22 

1 

7 

1 

29 

30 

i 

12 

42 

! 

1 

1  0 

31 

16 

* 

4  5 

19 

. . 'T 

1 

j 

10  |29 

i 

39 

*  1942  *  2  cases  were  both  pulmonary  and  non  pulmonary ♦ 


New  Cases 

Tenterden 

Cranbrook 

Maidstone 

Tenterden 

Borough 

R.D; 

h.D* 

R  *D# 

5  year  average 

2 

6 

15 

5 

per  1000  pf  population 

.58 

• 

vn. 

*91 

♦  82 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  figure  is  high  in  the  Tenterden 
Rural  District,  which  has  practically  no  urbanised  areas. 


HQP-:P  ICK ING . 

Owing  to  fly  bomb  attacks  and  consequent  preoccupation  of  the 
Local  Authorities  officers  with  repair  of  damage,  no  visits  were  paid 
to  the  camps  in  this  area  by  doctors  from  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  did  their  best  under  difficult  cir¬ 
cumstances. 

As  in  past  years,  latrine  accommodation  in  many  camps  was  not 
good,  or  where  good,  became  neglected  through  ill  usage  by  pickers  and 
lack  of  supervision.  The  general  standard  in  the  camps  deteriorated, 
some  were  damaged  by  bombs,  and  in  consequence  there  were  less  pickers. 
Very  little  infectious  disease  occurred- 

The  Byelaws  need  to  be  brought  more  up  to  date  and  in  line 
for  the  four  districts. 
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}  HARVEST  CAMPS 

In  some  cases  these  leave  much  to  be  desired  as  regards 
sanitary  arrangements,  i,e.  drainage  and  disposal  of'  excreta.  Lack 
of  labour  was  partly  responsible  for  difficulties  in  maintaining 
satisfactory  conditions. 


EVACUATION 

Practically  all  "receptees"  left  the  area. 

In  addition  there  was  evacuation  of  mothers  and  children 
from  the  area  because  of  flying  bomb  attacks. 

The  tables  below  show  the  numbers  evacuated. 


Tenterden 

Borough 

Cranbrook 

R  *D . 

Maidstone 

R»D. 

Tenterden 

R.D. 

Children  un~ 
accompanied 

16 

133(9) 

75(20) 

Children 

accompanied 

40 

P - 

O  0 

p 
to  nj 

191(61) 

170(78) 

Mothers 

22 

Ph  ,|H 

bO  > 

84(32) 

85(47) 

Others  including 

Aged  and  Infirm  \ 

mr  1Br|  | -  „  -|L||  w-i|  r  u  inuiB, 

1  - 

1 

I 

p 

7(7) 

20(19) 

TOTAL 

L 

co 

£>- 

' 

I  ^ 

O 

Is 

1 

415(109) 

350(164) 

The  figures  in  brackets  are  the  numbers  evacuated  otherwise 
than  in  the  organised  parties, 

Expectant  mothers  were  evacuated  under  a  scheme  arranged  by 
the  County  as  the  Authority  responsible. 

The  examinations  of  school  children  were  arranged  by  the 
County  School  Medical  Department,  the  others  were  examined  mainly  by 
local  practitioners  under  arrangements  made  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health, 

These  from  Maidstone  were  evacuated  in  August,  those  from 
other  districts  in  July. 

— 


CIVIL  DEFENCE 

None  of  the  districts  was  free  from  flying  bomb  attacks 
between  June  and  October,  which  were  frequent  during  part  of  the  time, 
causing  some  deaths  and  a  considerable  number  of  casualties  chiefly 
with  minor  injuries.  It  is  hoped  to  incorporate  in  the  next  report 
an  account  (not  yet  to  hand)  of  the  bomb  attacks,  number  of  casualties, 
etc . 

The  Civil  Defence  workers,  most  of  whom  are  voluntary  and 
part  time  -  continued  to  show  keenness  and  they  had  considerable  calls 
upon  them  during  these  attacks. 

q,uiz  and  practical  competitions  between  areas  were  held, 

Lectures  were  given  by  the  Medical  Officer  to  Red  Cross 
Detachments  at  Cranbrook  and  Staplehurst  on  ’Housing’  and  examinations 
held  at  Harming  and  Staplehurst. 


VERMIN 

7/ith  a  view  to  the  preservation  of  food  and  prevention  of 
ill  health,  all  districts  appointed  a  rodent  operator,  either  whole 
time,  or  part  time  shared  with  a  neighbouring  authority,  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  who  attended  special  courses 
on  the  subject  of  rat  and  mice  extermination. 
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INSPECTION  BY  SANITARY  INSPECTORS 


TLNTERDEN 

BOROUGH 

C  PANE  ROOK 

R.D. 

i 

MAI  DSTONE 

H.D. 

TENTLRDEN 

R.D. 

0 

CO 

CO 

CO 

nr- 

CO 

I 

(0 

0 

!S 

CO 

+? 

u 

CO 

43 

0 

■P 

Sh 

0 

43 

O 

o 

o 

43 

O 

0 

43 

0 

0 

-P 

o 

,Q 

•H 

0 

P 

•H 

0 

p 

•H 

0 

,0 

•rH 

0 

g 

CO 

<5-1 

g 

co 

<H 

►4 

CO 

u 

0 

<5-4 

p 

•H 

0 

p 

♦H 

0 

p 

♦rH 

0 

3 

•H 

0 

!> 

P 

K  .• 

r-4 

>• 

1  71  1TT’1 

P 

h- 

O 

>• 

P 

Bakehouses 

2 

8 

1 

1 

is 

u 

2 

14 

16 

ul  -  -i 

1 

2 

1 

9 

2 

r 

~ 

3  laugh  ter -houses 

*-* 

Hi 

«• 

12 

10 

14 

«*• 

5 

17 

)ther  Food  pre~ 

• 

baring  Places 

4 

18 

1 

29 

29 

1 

25 

51 

4 

8 

7 

factories 

2 

~) 

40 

24 

3 

3 

4 

1 

'/ot'kahoos  and 

IM 

”  ) 

80 

19 

55 

16 

2 

3 

- 

•4 

workplaces 

** 

*■*» 

-> 

ii 

- - 

r* 

M* 

Ml 

G 

M* 

m 

Nuisances  and^ Defects  remedied  (other  than  above) 


• 

TENTERDEN 

BOROUGH 

CRANBROOK 

R.D. 

MAIDSTONE 

R.D. 

TENTLRDEN 

R.D. 

Bvercrowding 

3 

Hi 

20 

- 

{eeping  of  Animals 

Hi 

2 

4 

■ 

Hi 

Sanitary  Accommodation  - 

insufficient 

— 

6 

m 

defective 

2 

7 

.  28 

8 

Drainage  -reconstructed) 
or  repaired  ) 

•  ■...  ! 

1 

13 

32 

6 

Cesspools  -  abolished 

““ 

— 

6 

- 

repaired 

2 

3 

8 

4 

emptied 

2 

107 

83  7 

— 

)ffensive  Accumulations 

1 

4 

6 

- 

Refuse  Receptacles 

13 

12 

7 

- 

lard  paving 

— 

6 

• 

\  _ 

Dampness 

iJ 

3 

12 

5 

I 

Roofs  and  Rainwater  Pipes 

— 

3 

15; 

4  I 

?loors 

2 

5 

14 

9 

Vails  and  Ceilings 

— 

8 

21 

1  P 

1 

Windows  and  Ventilation 

i 

■  — 

4 

8 

3 

Baths,  Lavatory  Basins 
and  Sinks. 

- 

3 

1  2 

6 

<ater  Supplies 

4 

7 

- 

30 

liscellaneous 

— 

33 

4 - 

12 

17 

... 
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FOOD  CONDEMNED  DURING  THE  YEAR 


Tenterden 

Borough 

Cranbrook 

R.D . 

Maidstone 

R.D. 

Tenterden 

R.D. 

Tons 

Cwts.  Qts. 

lbs. 

Cwts.  Qts.  lbs. 

Cwts,  Qts.  lbs. 

Cwts.  Qts.  lbs 

9 

4 

12 

8-10 

17  2 

1  2  20 

There  was  a  marked  increase  in  the  amount  of  food  condemned  in 
the  Tenterden  Borough, which  included  inspections  made  for  NiUFI  supply 
depots,  and  a  considerable  decrease  in  the  Cranbrook  Rural  District, 
compared  with  the  previous  year. 


Total  Number  of  Inspections  bv  the 


Tenterden 

Borough 

Cranbrook 

R.D. 

Maidstone 
R.D . 

r 

Tenterden 

R.D. 

142 

i . . .  .  .  . .  — - 

1164 

2351 

441 

— — 1 

Except  in  the  Maidstone  Rural  District  (in  which  neither  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  is  the  Surveyor)  there  was  a  marked  decrease  in 
the  number  of  inspections  during  the  year.  .  Flying  bomb  attacks  and 
consequent  damage  to  buildings  were  responsible  for  the  decreases, 
as  all  the  time  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors _ was  taken  up  for  a  consider¬ 
able  period  of  the  year  from  June  onwards  in  connection  with  the 
necessary  repairs. 

I 

In  the  Tenterden  Rural  District,  there  was  also  an  acute  short¬ 
age  of  staff  owing  to  the  calling  up  to  the  Forces. 
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